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Abstract

Thailand’s development following modernisation model has brought about rapid and
extensive changes not only in urban areas but also extended to rural areas. In the last 2-3 decades
households in rural communities have adapted their consumption styles and values of living by
increasing their material needs and aspirations, especially with respect to convenience goods, having
better job and better education. The growth of industrial and service sectors has attracted rural
labours to be more inclined towards occupations with monetary return. This led their dependence on
the agricultural sector for their livelihood to continually diminish. Results of our investigation in two
rural communities located at different distances from Hat Yai revealed that the majority households
no longer depend on full-time farming. Livelihood necessities following rapid changes have led them
to increase their needs for monetary income in order to fulfil their increasing needs and aspirations.
In response to this, rural households had to adapt their livelihood strategies towards pluriactivity and
diversification of activities. Young generations showed their increasing preference to work in
industrial and service sectors. However, the difference in resource profiles among households with
different socio-economic status made poor households to be less advantaged as compared to medium
and well-off households. This means that members of poor households had to struggle more and faces

greater difficulties to achieve wellbeing.
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