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Abstract

Situation of chemical fertilizer usage
for oil palm in Surat Thani Province was
investigated by using questionnaire regarding
with fertilizer management, type of fertilizer
used, amount and time of fertilizer application
including source of information on fertilizer
management of farmers. Forty plantations
Kanchanadith,

Donsak, MNasarn and Maung were selected

from Amphoe Prasang,
for study. Most of plantation owners are 40-s0
years of age and using a Tenera hybrid for
cultivation, The investigation results revealed
that chemical

fertilizer was used by all

farmers used
with single

only

which 0% of

compound fertilizer together

fertilizer, 32.5% of farmers used
compound fertilizer and only s% of farmers
used mixed fertilizer. The most popular single
fertilizer used by farmers (e0%) was 0-0-s0
and only 2.5% of farmers used 21-0-0. Four
types of common compound fertilizer used by

farmers were 13-13-21(37.5%), 15-15-15 (22.5%),



14-10-30 (17.5%) and 14-8-32 (10%). It was found
that majority of compound fertilizer (13-13-n1
and 15-15-15) used by farmers had ratios of
N.:F'z'Cls: KO of 1:1:16 and 1:1:1which
- are not suitable for a ratio of 2.8 : 1 : 48
required by oil palm. Most of farmers (s5%)
applied s-10 kg. of fertilizers per palmyyear
which split into 2 times of application per
year. However, 7sx% of farmers still lack of
knowledge of soil and plant anhlysis but
awared that this knowledge was needed for
proper fertilizer management. Regarding with
source of fertilizer management information,
many of farmers (46%) received this information
from fertilizer shop, 2¢% of farmers received
from their neighbour plantations and only 23%
received from government officers.
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Qil palm, chemical fertilizer, Surat Thani
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